'}

LL THE TOP PEOPLE WEEE AT Sik

JAMES'S RETIREMENT PARTY—
WITH STEED AND £0. ON HANG T0
MEAKE SLIRE THE PROCEEDINGS

WENT SMOOTHLY !

it

THE ROYAL

) BALLET MISSED A

GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY
WHEN THEY LET
PLURDEY 60/

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN—
JOUR ATTENTION, PLEASE! IT IS
MY PLEASLIRE TO INTROPLCE THE
FAMOUS HYPNOTIST, RANTI BANGEE —
WHO WILL GIVE LIS A DEMONSTRATION
OF HIS REMARKRABLE TALENTS. ’

W




[ THE FIRST "VICTIM® WAS NONE I
OTHER THAN SIR JAMES...

A

A 2t % GO TO THE
/ i SN SUMMERHOLISE =
Youi ggg“co&%fggv , « AND FETCH BACK THE
LUNDE : BROOM WHICH |5 THERE...
%M%W\,%ﬁ%ﬂ' DS”Z : 8 | WE NEED [T T0 BRUSH
AS | sAY. I Wi S THE DANCE noozr
Do A5 You say \
MHSTER’

SUDDENLY, 7HE SOUND | MIKE ! THROUGH
OF GLINFIRE SHATTERED | THE BUSHES /
THE STILL NIGHT A,

- Rl T NGTH ING WE CAN
FUNNY WE DIDN'T HAVE l ‘ ; b I DO FOR HiM — HC;S
THIS RANTI BANGEE N our YIIll - IR

OFFICIAL GUEST LIST, STEED/

BOUGHT IT! BUT THERE'S
OTILL RANJ| BANGEE ! 4

I'VE BEEN THINKING

THE SAME / TRY AND FIND
MIKE AND ASK HIM TO FOLLOW
SIR JAMES — WE DON'T WANT
\ ANYTHING HAPPENING
B\, T0 HIM Now /

PURDEY WENT IN PLIRSLI(T CJF THE
HLEEING H YPNG?'I’ET e

: WE GOOFED ! WE
SHOULD HAVE PREVENTED
HIM FROM PLITTING SIR
JAMES IN A TRANCE. ..

A DEATH TRANCE ! .




EXCELLENT,
PLIRDEY — THRT'S
THE WRY 10 ELIMINATE

OUR ONLY LERD/

NEEDLESS
TQ STATE — THE
KILLER ALSO
AVOIDED ME !

ALL RIGHT,
BOYS — ALL RIGHT/
I -DIDN'T MEAN TO
N BREAK HIS NECK/

THE FOLLOWING MORNING
N STEED'S HOME. ..

Thed. S
ib i f

L1 ——

Y THE CIRCUMSTANCES ARE

./ BIZARRE, T0 SAY THE LEAST.

W' THIS BANGEE WAS A LEGITIMATE

ENTERTRINER AND HIS INVITATION
A SPUR OF THE MOMENT THING
BY LADY WHAT'S-HER- NAME /

= g
WHO JUST HAPPENS \ b

10 BE A NLT ON ANYTHING >
| 70 DO WITH 5PIRITUALISM
AND MESMERISTS 7

THERE |5 ALWAYS
THE POSSIBILITY THE
KILLER WRS NOT :
WORKING WITH
BANGEE /

I HAVE AN [DER/
LET'S START CHECKING
BANGEE'S MOVEMENTS
FROM THE MOMENT HE
GOT HIS INVITATION /




~

STEED WILL

CHECK BRCK — DID

You COVErz?vou?. - A8
' 0 | MUG, GAMBIT/ JusT
LIKE You ...

MEANWHILE GAMBIT L
WAS FOLLOWING LP t:

NG

_—

NO-ONE SAW ME/
ANYWRY, WHAT'S HE
GOING TO FIND” BANGEE
15 DEAD AND NOBODY (S
S OAYING DIFFERENT.

DON'T PUSH YOUR
LUCK, INJUN /

INJUNZ HIM?7
HE'S FROM MANCHESTER ..
THE SAME PLACE BANGEE
CAME FROM !

STEED AND GAMBIT | MEANWHILE, PLIRDEY WAS
MADE A HURRIED MAKING HER OWN ENQLIRIES...
VISIT TO THE MORGUE
FOLLOWING THE
KNIFE - THROWER'S
STARTLING
DISCLOSLIRE ...

WHEREABOLTS DID \
HIS PARENTS COME
FROM 7 INDIA 7

““IF HE ISN'T :
HERE WHERE HAS %

HE GONE 7 =

THAT'S His \
BUSINESS [ WE DoN'T
LIKE SNOOPERS,
50 LERAVE /

WHAT DO YO KNOW
ABOUT THIS RANJI( BHNGEE...}
HE ISN'T ONE OF YOU 7

THAT WASN'T
THERTRICAL

MAKE-LIP! HE'S |
A DEFINITELY A

No! HE 15 A
IV raKe WHo GeTs His
: BACKGROUND [NFORMATION
RINGER! A FAKE | K-
BANGEE /7 [ CHANDRA KHAN—A Vicious
HEERR SMALL CRIMINAL WHD LIVED
N A GHETTO ANC HAD FRIENDS

THAT'S A LAUGH.
HE WASN'T A HINDU—
HE WAS WHITE LINDER
THAT MAKE-LIP./




[ HER FORMER TRAINING AS A BALLET |
DANCER MADE PURDEY A FORMIDRBLE |
OPPONENT! | NOTHING LIKE ™,
e { BEING ONE STEP |
\ AHEAD OF YOUR  /
ENEMIES /

IN STEED'S HOME ...

i THAT SAME ﬁfrfffvo?n_d

CHEREQNCH OF
MPARKET
RACKETEERS [
ELEVATED INTO | £
A TOP FLIGHT | 'Q
MURDER COVER- |1
| UP/WHAT A J
DAY ! I'M BEAT/

; SOMEBOPY HAD 10 GIVE
THE ORDERS — BUT WHOM? AND
WHY DID LAPY LACEY PICK BANGEE
OF ALL HYPNOTISTS 7 YOU STAY HERE —

I'LL PICK UP MIKE ON THE WAY aNDP
DO SOME FURTHER vaasnqu

[s7ee0 coueo GET NOTHING ELSE FROM |
THE LACEYS BUT... :

DID YoLI KNOW THAT “NURNINeS
THIS BANGEE WAS A NP
PHONEY, M'LORD?

STEED WENT 70 VISIT LADY LACEY,
BUT WHY DID Nise

YOU PICK BANGEE, 4
LADY LACEY? i g P FoLLow HIM, ™
Ty el =7 (OH COME NOW — HE MIKE / I'M SURE HE'S

- ~ B DID CURE MY HUSBAND. HOLDING 50METHING

/
BACK FROM ME.

AGREE ! HE
B MUST KNOW THAT HIS
| BANGEE AND THE DEAD

\ MAN ARE DIFFERENT
HYPNOTISTS /

I ; W

YOU MUST BE WRONG, MR. |
L § STEED — DIDN'T BANGEE |
A\ PUT SIR JAMES INTQ
A TRANCE ?

73

P IT'S MY FAULT, STEED/
ENCOURAGEDR MY WIFE...YOU
SEE, BANGEE ONCE CLIRED ME(
| WAS A HERVY SMOKER AND
HE HYPNQOTIZED ME INTO
GIVING IT LUP 7
s




9 IT CHECKS ! PURDEY
: : HRS DISCOVERED THE LINK {
B g\ N A
i HEY, WAIT! IT'S NONE ' : 4 | ! LACKBALL L
| OTHER THAN OUR OLD MATE, S Vi VACANT POSITION.
il YURI GRENKOV ! NOW ISN'T N N4 - )
D THAT INTERESTING 7

(AT 7HAT SECOND, YURI GRENKOV SPOTTED GAMBIT | <5mjg MY WA N
G

AMBIT HAS TO BE " HE musT Bt )
KiLLED.! DESPERATE 10 TAKE
e A CHANCE LIKE THiS f

TWO CAN PLAY THAT
GAME, THOUGH/

| AND PLILLED A SILENCED GUN.! BUT.. o FEEaan

7 DON'T/ THIS HRS N\

\_60nE FAR ENOUGH / 48

o
(=]
©

WITH YUR( DISTRACTED BY LACEY, MIKE GAMBIT

GRTHERED SPEED AND... LACEY 'S DEAD, BUT

FRIEND YURI 15 ALIVE
IF NOT EXACTLY
KICKING /

THAT YURI 1S A TALKATIVE CHAP
LINDER PRESSURE ! IT SEEMS HE GOT
THE GOODS ON LORD LACEY AND
BLACKMAILEPR HIM INTO HANDING OVER
DAMAGING [NFORMATION /UNFORTUNATELY
FOR SIR JAMES, HE FOUND OUT.

S
AND HAD TO BE
SILENCED ! ER, SPEAKING
OF SILENCE — CAN'T You Go V ir
SOMEWHERE ELSE AND g
\ “PLAY YOUR GUITAR, LI

i
e e N
v~ NO LISTEN TO o] . GAMBIT, AS A
THIS. .. "CLIRRY ME BACK Yt 2 NGER ToU MAKE A

\  PRETTY GOOD
o HrNDusmNn...' _‘ \AGeNT/ A

IKE?
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